ON AND OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
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814 SOUTH AMERICA AND ANTARCTICA

Patagonia’s Nahuel Huapi National Park,
where you'll find some of the world’s most
dramatic peaks. And tucked away here in
Argentina’s largest and oldest national park
is the Llao Llao Hotel, uniquely situated on
40 spectacular private acres. The hotel is in
perfect harmony with its Andean location:
There are ethnic fabrics, open fireplaces, and
gleaming cypress logwork, all in an elegant
hunting-lodge atmosphere—and everywhere,
those views. Built in 1937 on the island-stud-
ded glacial Lake Nahuel Huapi (where Argen-
tina’s record salmon weighed in at 35 pounds),
the Llao Llao has recently been resuscitated
after having been closed for fifteen years.
Privatized and impeccably renovated, it is
once again one of the stellar hotel-resorts of
South America, with a new 18-hole golf
course and lakeside tennis courts for guests
who visit at the height of the summer, and
nearby Bariloche’s sixteen ski runs for those
who come in the austral winter. The cable car
ride to the 7,000-foot peak of the Cerro
Catedral is breathtaking in any season.
WHAT: town, experience, hotel. BARILOCHE:
Lake District, 2 hours from Buenos Aires

A Breathtaking Train, a Relaxing Respite

Rustic comfort in the lobby of the Llao LLao

by plane. CIRCUITOS GRANDE AND CHICO:
can be booked through local tourist agencies
or undertaken independently. Lrao Lrao
HoteL & RESORT, GOLF SpA: 15 miles/
24 km from Bariloche. Tel 54/29-4444-8530, .
fax 54/29-4444-5781; llao]laﬁ@datamarkets.:l'
com.ar; www.llaollao.com. Cost: doubles from
$195 (low season), from $242 (high season).
BEST TIMES: Jun—Aug for skiing; summer is
Dec—Mar.
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alta’s stunning countryside is dotted with pre-Columbian ruins, artisan
villages, and deep, mineral-streaked, polychrome quebradas (ravines)
carved by rivers running down the snow-draped Andes. Through this eerily

eroded area by the Argentina-Chile border, i must-do list of all train buffs. The fifteen-hour
the seasonal El Tren a las Nubes (Train to | trip—not for the faint of heart—leaves from
the Clouds) makes an unforgettable high- | Salta, one of the best-preserved colonii

altitude, high-adrenaline trip that is on the | cities in Argentina. A magnificent engineer

ARGENTINA/BOLIVIA 815

achievement, the track was finished only in
1948; it includes a harrowing series of switch-
backs and tunnels, and crosses dozens of iron
bridges and viaducts. The highlight is the
200-foot-high viaduet that crosses the La
Polvorilla desert canyon before the train’s
turnaround point in San Antonio de los
Cobres, an old Indian mining town 13,000
feet above sea level. The return trip may
induce a case of scenery overload—a good
time for a siesta.

Recharge any frayed nerves at the area’s
premier estancia, El Bordo de las Lanzas.
After the revered General Martin Miguel de
Giiemes led local gauchos in several success-
ful battles against the Spanish royalists in
the early 1800s, he would rest up at this
estancia—even then a nurturing hideaway.
Bordered by Chile and Bolivia and framed by
the foothills of the Andes, the northwestern
Salta Province is a center for farming and live-
stock, and the estancia’s 11,000 acres are
dedicated to sugarcane, tobacco, sunflowers,
and raising zebu cattle and the famous paso

peruano horses that are available for guests’
use. Big, traditional meals based on regional
specialties, using beef and ingredients from
the estate, are proudly hosted by the gregari-
ous Arias family of twelve, who make sure that
their elegant 18th-century landmark estate
provides the finest estancia experience in the
region.

‘WHAT: experience, hotel. EL. TREN A LAS
NUBES: 15-hour round-trip leaves 7 A.M. daily
from Salta (book ahead). How: contact La
Veloz Turismo, tel 54/38-7401-2000, fax 54/
38-7401-2001; trenlasnubes@lavelozturismo.
com.ar; www.lavelozturismo.com.ar, Cost: $70
per person, includes lunch on board. When:
Apr—Nov. ESTANCIA EL BORDO DE LAS
LANzZAS: 15 miles/24 km south of Jujuy air-
port (2-hour Buenos Aires—Jujuy flight about
$115 round-trip). Tel 54/38-7490-370; bord
lanz@cpsarg.com. Cost: $100 per person,
double occupaney, includes all meals and use
of horses. BEST TIMES: Apr—May, Oct—Nov.
Semana Salta (Salta Week) in Jun is a popular
gaucho festival.

The Little Mother of Lake Titicaca

COPACABANA

Bolivia

his is the original Copacabana—not the beach in Rio de Janiero, but
a sunny little town on the southern shores of Lake Titicaca (considered
to be the cradle of the Inca civilization, the “womb of the world”). One

of the most important Roman Catholic pil-
grimage sites in South America, Copacabana’s
400-year-old cathedral houses the shrine of
the Indian Virgin, the Black Madonna, who is
the beloved patron of Bolivia. The famous
dark wood statue was believed to have been
responsible for a spate of miracles since being
carved by the native artist Tito Yunpanqui in
1592. Early Spanish Catholic influences are
evident in the shrine’s majestic gilded altar

and the gem-encrusted robe worn by the gold-
crowned statue of the Virgin. Set between two
hills, the whitewashed church offers good
views of the lake and town, but for the best
vista, hike the extra mile to the replica of
Calvary Hill, El Cerro Calvario, especially at
sunset.

WHAT: town. WHERE: 4 hours by car and
hydrofoil, crossing at Huatjata, north of La Paz
on the coast of Lake Titicaca. How: 1-day and
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